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by science. It is true that in several particulars, sucli as ths dootvine of the evolution of the universe from the simple to the complex, Poe's line of thought has now been followed out in detail; these suggestions, however, were not at the time peculiar to Poe, were not originated or developed by him> but on the contrary were common scientific property, for he appropriated ideas, just as he paraphrased statements of fact, from the books he read. He was no more a forerunner of Spencer, Faraday, and Darwin than scores of others, and ho did nothing to make their investigations easier.
Poe's purely scientific speculations are mainly contained in the unpublished addenda, to a report of his lecture on " The Universe " sent to a correspondent, and consist either o£ mathematical explanations of Kepler's first and third laws; or of state? ments, " that the sun was condense<jl at once (not gradually aocortUng to th"e supposition of Laplace) into his smallest size," and afterwards <( sent into space his substance in the form of a vapor " from which Neptune was made; or of similar theories. They exhibit once more Poe's tenacity of mind, tlie sleuth-hound persistence of his intellectual pursuit; but, like his metaphysics, they represent a waste of power, They aret moreover, characterized by extraordinary errors. Some of the data are quite imaginary, it being impossible to determine what are the facts; some of them are quite wrong, The clensity of Jupiter, for example, in a long and im-
